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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1.) survey the patterns of participants’ language
and culture learning styles of the “The 13" IMT-GT Varsity Carnival 2011, Medan, Indonesia”
2.) compare their learning styles by three different activities and 3.) compare their learning styles
by three countries :-Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. The language learning style was classified
into four main categories by Mumford and Honey (2008) including reflector, theorist, pragmatist,
and activist. The samples were 309 university students who had participated in the following three
activities namely; cultural performance, sports activity and academic seminar. The instrument
used was a five point rating scale questionnaire covering language learning styles. The data was
statistically analyzed for percentage, mean (X), and standard deviation (S.D).

The research findings revealed that the participants of the IMT-GT Varsity Carnival
based their learning styles on the three different activities; the participants used the learning styles
pragmatist, activist and theorist at a different level had the statistical significant level of 0.5.
Meanwhile, the participants who used the learning styles as reflector had no significant statistical
difference. In addition, the participants who participated in the cultural performance used the
learning style as theorist more than the academic seminar participants. The participants who took
part in the sports activity used the learning style as pragmatist more than the cultural performance
participants. The participants who engaged in cultural performance used the learning style as
activist more than the academic seminar participants. These are generally found at a higher level
in all three learning patterns.

Comparison based on the activities of the three countries that participated in the “The
13" IMT-GT Varsity Carnival”, namely cultural performance, seminar activity, and sports activity
had no significant difference. The participants from the three countries used the learning style as
reflector at a significant level. This had a statistical significant difference of 0.5. Whereas the
learning styles as pragmatist, activist and theorist had no statistical significant difference.
Focusing on the sports activity, the participants from Indonesia used the learning styles as reflector

more than Thai participants.

However, the activities designed for participants of the next IMT-GT Varsity

Carnival should be matched with their various learning styles and identity.



Keyword : leaning style, activist, pragmatist theorist, reflector, The 13" IMT-GT Varsity Carnival
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No. 0584.09/5%b Facuity of Liberal Arts

Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya
Muang District, Songkhla 90000

& fovgivber 2012
Subject: Request to become a research instrument evaluator
Dear

Attachments: 1. A copy of the questionnaire used in this research

2. A copy of the questionnaire evaluation form

I am wrting. to request the kind assistance of Professor

from........ecerenncsd to be an evaluator of the research instruments being used for the research
project “Patterns of the Participants Language and Culture Leaming Styles towards The 13" IMT-GT
Varsity Camival 2012 Medan, Indonesia”, sponsored by the Office of Commission on Higher Education
(OCHE), Ministry of Education Thailand.

I strongly believe that, with your wealth of knowledge and experience in linguistics and language
teaching, your reflections and suggestions towards the questionnaire and the evaluation would be of great

benefits.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request and I am looking forward to hearing from

you at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. Thanomsi Jenwitheesuk)

Dean of the Faculty of Liberal Arts
Academic Affairs
Faculty of Liberal Arts T Rssemwe

Tel. (074) 317189 wRuTHIT)
Fax. (074) 317190 ext. 111 d

-~ < -
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1. Professor Dr. Ambigapathy Pandian
2. Associate Professor Dr. Syaharom Bin Abdullah
3. Dr. Sri Rahay
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WUUEUAIUIIUIY (A1AN1EID9NEE)

The Research Questionnaire
Title: Language and Culture Learning Styles of Student Participants from
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand Joining “The 13" IMT-GT Varsity
Carnival, 2011, Medan, Indonesia”

Instructions:

1) The questionnaire is part of the research sponsored by Office of the Thai Higher
Education Commission as of fiscal year 2012. The results of the research are applied for
educational purposes ONLY.

2) The questionnaire designed to obtain information about the language and culture
learning styles of the university students from Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand who have
participated in the project titled “The 13™ IMT-GT Varsity Carnival, 2011, Medan,
Indonesia”. The university student population is 350 who participated in Sport Activities,
Cultural Performance and Academic Seminar.

3) The questionnaire consists of items concerning learning styles that have been by
Honey and Mumford’s (2008) Visual, Auditory and Kinesthetic (VAK) Learning Styles and
theories adapted from Kolb's Learning Styles Model (Kolb, 2005). These adopted learning
styles are as follows:

1. Reflective Learning Style (Reflector)
2. Theoretical Learning Style (Theorist)
3. Pragmatic Learning Style (Pragmatist)
4. Active Learning Style (Activist)

4.) The questionnaire consists of 3 sections:

Section 1: The respondent's general information and the opportunity in using foreign
language (s) to communicate during the activities.

Section 2: The Concept of Humanities by VAK Learning Styles Model

Section 3: Language and Culture Learning Styles by Honey and Mumford Model, (2008)
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Section 1: The respondent’s general information and opinions about the activity

participation

Instruction: Please put a tick (V) in the box corresponding to choice that best describes

you.

2. You are a student from

Indonesia

Malaysia

Thailand

O3 Institut Teknologi Medan
3 Universitas Sumatera Utara
3 Universitas Negeri Medan
3 Universitas Muhammadiyah

Sumatera

O Universiti Malaysia
Perlis

O Universiti Sains
Malaysia

O Universiti Utara
Malaysia

O Universiti Teknologi
MARA

O Prince of Songkla
University

O Thaksin University

O Rajamangala University of

Technology Srivijaya

2. Your field of study is

O Science and Technology
O Humanities

3.The activity that you have participated in was

3 Sports Activity O Cultural Performance O Academic Seminar

4. Gender :
O Male
5. Age:

 18-21 years old

O Female

3 22-25 years old

3 Over 26 years old




6. The Opportunities of practicing communicative language skills.
Please tick (V) as appropriate.

93

Communicative Skills

Never
1

Rarely
2

Sometimes
3

Often

Always

English

Listening Skill

Speaking Skill

Reading Skill

Writing Skill

Malay

Listening Skill

Speaking Skill

Reading Skill

Writing Skill

Communicative Skill

Never

Rarely

Sometimes
3

Often

Always

Thai

Listening Skill

Speaking Skill

Reading Skill

Writing Skill
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Section 2 The Concept of Humanities Learning Styles By VAK Learning
Styles Model

Instructions: Please read the following statements, and mark the
response that most closely reflects your opinion about
statement.

For each item, make only one tick (\) in a box 0.

Item 1. Generally you learn a new thing by

O | seeing pictures, diagrams or maps

O | writing and talking about a new thing

) participating in the activities

Item 2. You are on the way to visit a new place. You reach the destination by means
of

0 | consulting a map

O | asking and drawing directions

) keep asking for directions

Item 3. You have just met a new friend with different language and culture. You
make an acquaintance with him/her by.

O | observing dressing styles, outlooks including behaviours
) listening to speaking tones and styles including manners
0 greeting and enjoying small talks
Item 4. You have to teach a person something concerning language and/or culture.

To make help clear understanding, you will teach by

O | writing instructions in sequences

) keeping explaining that topic

O | demonstration and learning by doing

Item 5. Your characteristics in using a foreign language is viewed by others as
) talkative, extrovert and informal
O | observant, serious, introvert, formal
) practical and easy going
Item 6. When meeting your old friend, you would usually greet him/her by :
O | saying "So glad to meet you again”
O | saying "So glad to hear from you"
3 | greeting and hugging
Item 7. You choose your vacation spot by

O | studying tourist brochures concerning

O | following your friend's suggestions/recommendation

3 | using your own imagination on where to go and how it is

Item 8. You are worried about communicative in a foreign language. You tend to
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anticipate a difficult situation

talk about your anxiety

suffer yourself in restless actions

Slalala

Item 9. e best method that helps you to remember very well is by

watching

repeating

0
0
O | practicing
Th

Item 10. e method that helps you to learn a foreign language is by

watching from different kinds of media

listening to and reading various knowledge sources

aaa

participating in conversations and recreational activities

Section 3 : Language and Culture Learning Styles by Honey and Mumford (2008)
Instructions: Please read each of following statements carefully and tick (v') one box
(3) that best represents your action about the statement.

Your Action

Lists of Behaviours

Always
Often
w [S0metimes
w (Seldom

5 4

— Never

Items 1-3: Your preparation before participating in 13™ IMT-GT Carnival

Item 1. | The method for language and culture learning preparation is by

A. listening to and observing the conversations

noting down expressions, vocabulary and
sentences that are expected to be used

C. speaking and making conversations using a
foreign language by means of media e.g. social
network, films

D. reading everyday life texts written in a foreign
language and analyze the language patterns then
practice using them in a real situation
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Item 2. | The easiest method to learn a language and culture is by
A listening to and taking observation of another's
language uses.
B. searching interesting information to be used for
communication purposes.
C. enjoying talking with other people regardless of
language mistakes
D. practicing language uses from different kinds of
media e.g. songs, plays, games, movies
Item 3. | The method you wish to use to learn a language and culture is by
A listening to explanation from an expert
B. watching films concerning the language and
culture
C. travelling to the places to get expose to the
language and culture
D. participating in activities that encourage language

uses and cultural studies

Your Action
Lists of Behaviours H
S
% c @ g 5
|2 |52 3
< |0 |&|& | =z
5 4 3 2 1
Items 4-6 Things that you had experienced while participating in the IMT-GT Project

Item 4. | The obstacles of learning a language and culture
A the sight of group member(s) you that were not
pleased with.
B the noise that interfered your concentration on the
language and culture learning
C. the participant's manners and action
D. your anxiety level due to from tension, illness etc.
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Item 5. You did not understand what a participant was trying to demonstrate,
therefore you

A. used your body language & gestures to respond
B asked the speaker to explain once more

C. asked an expert in that foreign language

D. tried to avoid talking on that topic

Item 6. | In your free time during the IMT-GT Project, you

A. made friends with foreigner students to exchange
experience
wrote a diary

B

C. visited tourist attractions for experience

D. took photos of activities for memory collection

Your Action

Lists of Behaviours

o Always

& [Often

w [Sometimes
w Seldom

_ [Never

Items 7-10 Things you did after participating in the 13™ IMT-GT Varsity Carnival

Item 7. | When recalling the participation of the 13" IMT-GT Varsity Carnival at
Universti Negeri Medan, Indonesia, it reminds you of

A. participants' faces in the IMT-GT Project

B participants' names in the IMT-GT Project

C. your speeches or actions in the IMT-GT Project

D. your feelings and events in the IMT-GT Project




98

Item 8. | When you told about the stories and activities in the IMT-GT Project, you tended
to
A. write descriptions accompanied by pictures
B describe the sequences of the events in detail
C. talk and act out cheerfully
D. explain the events and give suggestions on the
weaknesses and strength for participation
Item 9. | When recalling the participation of this in the IMT-GT Project, you tended to
A. keep smiling to yourself
B speak about it loudly
C. be indifferent
D. speak about it sadly
Item 10. | If you get a chance to participate in the next IMT-GT Project, you will improve
your communication skills of in a foreign language by
A. looking at the photos and study the reports concerning
the IMT-GT
B asking for related information from the former student
and teacher participants to understand the project better
and make a clear plan for future participation
C. contacting the former participants via social network
and making a plan to do new activities in the coming
project
D. meeting and discussing of with the people concerned

about additional activities of the project
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Please list any other ideas here:

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation
by completing this survey questionnaire
Researcher Team
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The questionnaire evaluation form

Title: Language and Culture Learning Styles of Student Participants from Indonesia,
Malaysia and Thailand Joining “The 13" IMT-GT Varsity Carnival, 2011, Medan,
Indonesia”

Instruction: Please read the following statement, then choose the respond that most

represents your opinion.
For each item, make only one tick (\) in a box OJ.

Your opinion

Lists of opinions Appropriate | Neutral Not Suggestion

appropriate

. congruence of the research

. congruence of the participants’ age

. congruence of the content

. congruence of the language use

. congruence of the knowledge details

. congruence of the instruction

. congruence of the format

. congruence of the font

O O N| o o | Wl N

. congruence of the quantity

10. congruence of the quality

Other suggestion

Evaluator
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